Mt. Harvard¢ South Slopes Mt. Columbiag West Slopes

Difficulty: Class & 3 Difficulty: Class 3 (our route)
Exposure: Significant at summit cap.  Exposure: Moderate

Summit Elev.: 14,420 feet SummitElev.. Mmn 2 nT1T0Q
Camp Elev.: 11300feet Camp Elev.: 113nn Q
Elevation Gain: 3,10@et Elevation Gainp = ntv n Q
Roundtrip 6.1 miles Roundtrip: 4.4miles

N. Cottonwood Creek Trailhead to Campsite
Trailhead Elevp >~ pn n Q

Camp Elev: 11,31 n Q

Elevation GainmZ ¢ n n Q

Roundtrip: 7.5 miles

Tota Elevation Gain: 8,110
Total Roundtrip: 17.6 miles

Climbers Rick Crandall, Rick Peckham July7 -9, 2013

This summergur friend Rick Peckhams visiingus in Aspen for two monthdie willbe my
climbing companion as | head towards #@" fourteenermark. Rick is from Alaska and has
summited Mt. McKinley twice when he wdsingmilitary search and rescués EMT trained
and has been a great companitor mein the mountains.

To get the summer started, | decided we should dispense wittOdiiumbia, probably the most
RAAftATISR 2F ff G4KS pn /2t2NIXR2 F2dz2NISSYSNAO®
Columbia. Here are some quotes from other climbing repoitsy R 0 KSy &2 dzQff aSs
experience:
U a/ 2t dzYoAl Aa 'y @Q@ARS ¥z Gl P2V RQDSHIEF d¢
U GLF 82dz R2y4did tA1S aidSSLI aONBS atz2Li15az t22aS
g2dzZ R 0SS @2dzNJ g2NAG YAIKIGYF NBoé
U G2 K2S@OSNJ &aFAR GKIG [/ 2ftdzYoAl A& bShkaéb 2N bljdzi O
straight up. | would not recommend this mountain to a newbie, nor to someone who is out of
shape or has kneeissuesandsggh2 G I 322 R ARSI G |t d¢
0 d climbed Mt. Columbia. It sucked. | hated it. It was steep, loose, crappy rock.
| fell no fewer thary times on the loose scree descéntook me 3 hours to get down
| hated this mountain, it is crapgy.
0One of the sloggiest slogs any slogger could ever slog. It séicked.
Mt. Columbia has no redeeming qualities whatsoever, and someone should sisgogpe off
the summit and render it a 13er
See what | mean? Also accessible from the same trailhead and campsites is Mt. Harvard,
reportedly a much nicer experience, so we decided to make this a camping trip and get them



both. Mt. Harvard is the taller mountain so | figured we should climb it §tsirns out
Columbia toola lot more energy.

{232 t S Q iswasS gingyode atwehighticampout. Weébackpackedn to camphiking
4mileswithamc nn Q St S\@dwerk 8afuippddwityf food, tents,clothing layers and
supplies for all contingencies yet keepmg weight under controlvascritical. When all loaded
| had a 30b. pack and Rick P. Habout 35 Ibs.
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One backpack load you can see equipmenthecklisiclick here



Rick C. at the start of the adventwaiith
backpack loaded and trying out his Garmin 450
GPS for the first time there are plenty of stories
about people gting lost on the Columbia climb,
so | downloaded the GPS coordinates and
brought printed instructions as well.

The helmet was to protect against falling rocks
a must on Columbia.

Another climbing friend, Laura Welch was to join
us but discovered KS O2 dK 8@ & (i 2 dzNJ
gourmet chef on campoutsda 2 Ay aGSIFR Xo

Rick P. being the resourceful guy he feund a

| dead rabbit for oudinnerJ Well in truth, we

sdtled for dehydrated dinnerg Beef Stroganoff

and QiickenAlfredoT 2 NJ RAYYSNA FyR t X
plus VPX Bang protein bars for the climbs.

2SS KA1SR FTNRBY ( Kréelinpdin n Q
Fo2dzi mMmmMZcnnQ YR GKSY
feet to find a campsite in the protection of the trees
not from animals, butather from thunderstorms.
Signage is neexistent except for this one, not very
helpful.

LG Fyy2dzyO0Sa GKFG 6SQNS
a subset of fourteeners in the Sawatch Range only
about two hours from Aspen.




Ly GKS € GS wyinthis@age Starthd riamihgnOubityine SftéEthe colleges
0KSe QR (andisStieRy®Eping of five became knoas the Collegiates. They are
Harvard, Columbia, Princeton, Yale and Oxford.

In particularas pertaingo Mt. Harvardjn 1869 Professatosiah D. Whitney (for whom
the highest California 14er is named) and all six students in the first graduating class of the
Harvard School of Mines, of which Whitney was the head, were the first to survey the
mountain. Whitney named it Mt. Harvard in hanof the university to which most of the team
members belonged as teachers or students

2SS F2dzyR F ANBIG OFrYLBAAGS G cYonLly 2dzaid oSt 2

Weatherthreatenedus sowe set
up tents quickly. Literally minutes
later a thunderstorm hit. We dove
into our tents and rode it out for
about an hour until that cell
passed. Howeverhat was a
precursor for later in the evening.
From about midnight to 3:30am
driving rain, rapiefire thunder,
lightning and grounetovering hdi
pummeled our tents. We stayed
dry, butawake; @ 2 dz O2 dzf Ry Qi
sleep through thatThen we were
up at 4:30 for a 5:30am start to
Mt. Harvard.

Harvard start at 5:30am. Rick P. getting soaked walking through the tight willows.




Mt. Harvardis a great 3 mile hike across a beautiful
basin to get to the steeper approach to summit. The
weather had totally clearednd we had Colorado

blue skies. Harvard is a difficult mountain to spot
AaAyO0S AG R2SayQi Klgpb |
as the approach steepens and your breath shortens,
@2dz 1y26 &2dzQNBE Of AYOAY 3
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The final summit puslt Class
3 climbing any of several
ways. See climber for scale.

RickC. on Harvard final summit cap push



{dzYYAG aldo | | NGNGB, 20018.5 nn a1 Q

Views from the
top of Harvardg
above the clouds
+ on the 3% highest
peak in Colorado




Back at campsite
enjoyinga terrific
AustralianShiraz and
toasting thegreat
day, with fortunate
weather and a
beautiful climb.



In the afternoon we canvassed Mt. Columbhie looked steep and crappy indeed, but little did
we know wewere only seeing about 1/4of the climb. The rest of the mountain is out of sight
over the topg that tricked us into a route our research advised against.

To
Columbia>>

The side path to Columbia épgéared totallymarked. We founc

iKS a/¢é¢ YIRS 2F aidz2ySa : NIDNILBDELE KSE LISR




We got an early start towards Columbia
with headlights after goody A A K (i Q a
sleep and no new thunderstorms. We
were up at 4am and on the trail by 5:00
am. We wanted to leavelgnty of time

for the climb andater the collapsingof

the camp site andinally backpacking

back to the car.

As dawn approached we were already on the tajughich we initially found not so bad. That
got us optimistic that the negative accounts of this mountain were a bit overdone. Climbers use
iKS CNBYOK ¢2NR
(meaning slope or
embankment)
interchangealy with
the old Norse term for
landslide which is
a3 ONBS ¢

9AUKSNI gl &3 AGQa
collection of broken

rock fragments

accumulating from rock

fall off adjacent cliff

faces and presents

loose, unstable and, if




By 6:00 am we thought we were well
dzLJ G KS at 2L FyR Al
reach the shoulder pretty soon. See

 where Rick P. s

g We knew the pitch lessened on the
approachshoulderand the rocks
under-foot got more solid. So instead
of taking a sharp right to attain the

= shoulder at a much lower, but further

' point from the summit, we went
straight up, which was a bad idea

2 Soon we were experiencing
what the other climbes had
talked aboutg steeper, loose
and ugly scree. Progress was
4_ two steps up and one step
backX

L



X dzyd At AOG 3J20 az
even withhikingsticks,

upward progress was

impossible. At every step |

was causing rock slides,

- occasionally with mgoing

< with it,

So | saw sections with
bigger rocks which got into
rockier climbing but more
stable.Rick P. came over
and we slogged up over
MHANQ® ¢KS NAR3IS
receding as we went up,
dzy GAf FAYylLfte&
320 G2 0GKS aKz2dzZ R
nearly cimbed to the
summitg or what we
thought was the summit.

lttdzZNy & 2dzi GKSNB QA ¥ 2 seblhefplcthre Boksilide¥a Yakal & dzLJ G K
summit and the real summit behind? No, both are false, with two more to follow.




After a whle we

g SNBY Qi adzNB
the real summit

wasc so Rick P.
climbed all the false
summits on people
sized rock

(fortunately not

loose). | was circling
around to find

another approach.

Rick P. put his pack
down near the real

S £ : gl g ‘ summit and

shouted down to me. Alsclimbed up, | could see a marmot heading towards his pack. Marmots
are notorious thieveg of anything with food or even sweat on it. | shouted to Rick and he
turned to see what was going arand then he ran up the rocks to g® the pack before the
MENY23G RNIIISR Ald (2 KAA AaGKAS@OSa RSy ¢
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{dzYYA (G aid® [/ 2 @¥0amuly 8200IView frofh Columbia summit.



