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ODDITIES, RARITIES AND
PENNY ARCADES

Rick Crandall
ould someone please find an Automatic Chime Bells machine

for me? Or how about an lllustrated Song Machine or a musical
bicvele?

Usually rare or non-existent machines surface immediately after
someone sheds a bit of light on them. So if vou want to see some wild
music machines, read on.

Automatic Chime Bells

I'm fascinated by the Automatic Chime Bells and its prominent
position in an 1899 Ogden & Co. catalog. From the picture, we can
imagine a nicelv finished oak case with bevelled glass front and polished-
brass or nickel-plated bells—19 of them. The “tune sheets” were
presumably paper rolls which plaved the bells, two minutes for a nickel.
[t was too early for an Arcade machine, and with its coin slot it surely
was not meant for home use. You would think after two continuous
minutes of bell ringing, vou would insert a second nickel just to get it to
stop.

Compettion for Automatic Chime Bells came only from the
Encore Banjo and the Regina disc changers. Indeed, various Reginas
were also carried in the Ogden catalog and at prices that were $100 less
than Chime Bells, even for the Regina 27" changer.

There are no known examples of Automatic Chime Bells, nor do
we know who made it Ogden was not well-known as a manufacturer,
but rather as an early prolific distributor of all kinds of gaming items
including cards, poker chips, gambling machines, music machines, et
cetera. Dick Bueschel, well-known coin machine author of Northbrook,
Illinois, produced some information on Ogden. He found several ads in
March through September, 1897, issues of Billboard magazine where
Ogden was a self-proclaimed manufacturer of automatic slot machines
with . . .new designs every month. . .the largest factory in the U.S.” In
1897 (the vear the Mills Novelty Co. was getting its start) that may not
have been too boisterous a claim.

In any event, these Billboard discoveries could have led one to
believe that Ogden may have manufactured Automatic Chime Bells
iself. The Chicago firm’s 1899 catalog was surely one of the earliest
illustrated guides to what was available at that time. The catalog was
found as part of the Boyer Museum library (see MBSI Bulletin, Volume
XXVII, No. 1, Spring/Summer 1981) and has since been reproduced.
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OGLEN & CO., CHICAGO, ILL.

Automatic Chime Bells.

Nickel Slot Machine.
———

g/f’

:?ff‘\\'\
CAN BE
OPERATED

THE GREATEST

WHEREVER
ELECTRIC LIGHTS MUSICAL MACHINE
ARE USED. EVER MADE.
ONE WIRE WILL BUY THE
FURNISH ENOUGH FIRST AND
POWER TO REAP A
OPERATE MACHINE. 5 HARVEST.
BELLS CHIME AUTHORITIES
TWO MINUTES CANNOT
FOR EACH INTERFERE.
NICKEL PLAYED.

2N

e

Tune Sheets, 10 cents each. Per Doz., $1.00.
Automatic Chime Bells Machine Complete, $400.

Figure 1. Ogden & Co. Automatic Chime Bells.
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MALBOECH THE ORCHESTRA-MAN,

Figure 2. Orchestra Man.

Orchestra Man

One vear later (1900) was a very eventful vear for music
machines. The Paris Exposition of 1900 had nine Encore Banjos on
display, and in that vear, Roth & Engelhardt began winning awards for
its automatic pianos. The orchestrion hadn’t come of age vet, but instead
we had Orchestra Man.
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The February 23, 1901, issue of Scientific American asserts that
“There was much music to be heard at the Exposition of 1900, but the
most original was, without anv doubt, that plaved by M. Malboech. This
extraordinary man is capable of plaving as many as thirteen instruments.”

DO

LARGEST QRCHESTRION
>IN THE WORLD. =

~PROGRAMME ~
FOR THIS DAY:

- >=EXHIBITION OF THE -~

NO. 1.

PArRT 1. Csiko's Gallop..... ... ... ........... Ch. Toss
o o Military Gallop: cous semain sisme e 1. Beh
¢« 3. Steeple Chase Gallop ... .... v A Egchard

NO. 2.

ParT 1. Defilier-Marsch, ... ... .. ... .... C. Hausclild
¢ 2. Triumph-Marsch ... .o o 000 L, 1l Saro
¢ 3. Huldigungs Marsch ... . .. ~Aug. Laditzly

NO. 3.
ParT 1. Concert Polka ... ... .. .. .. ......... Llam
¢ 2. PapagenoPolka. ... ... (.. L Stasiey
3. Souvenir de Wiesbaden, Polka ... .. .. L. Stwab
NO. 4
Overture, William Tell .. ... ... ....... ...... Nossini
" NO. 8.
American National Songs and Airs.
NO. 6.
Overture, Freischuetz. . v « ssvsmns smmmn C. M. Ieber
NO. 7.
German National Songs and Airs
NO. 8.
Fest-Ouverture, ; oo s sosmass ems 5o C. Fendrich
NO. 9.
Waltz, *On the Beautiful Rhine™. . ... .. .00 Aeler Bela
T

& Anadditional importation of rare mnsic i< announced to ns
from the Custom House, and will be presented to the publicin a
few days.

Figure 3A. Program for the “Toledo.”
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1875.
Franco-Prussian War in the Black Forest of Germany.
could have been made by W

KALTENBACH BROTHERS'
—GREAT—

Musical Wonder.

HISTORY OF THE INSTRUMENT.

It is deemed proper that a hrief history of this mountain of mu-
wical machinery be given to the public, that they may he more ful v
yrepared 1o witness it in it proper light. 105 construction wi's
{u-:unnr about the timeof rthe cJore of the Franco-Prussian war,in the
little county of Schwarzwald. a place in Germany, better known in
thi= country a< the “Black Forest™; 1 was an experiment. in the
hunds of the most rthoroushly educated musical Professors in (Jor
many. and in ciase 1t shonld prove a success<s—which it undoubtedly
has—was to he fir<t introdnced into the Unired States, in the ety
of Chicago, by KALTENBACH BROS. the =ole azents for North
Americaafterwhich itisto be placed on exhibition umong the Auto-
matic Wonders of the great Centennial Exhibition at Pl Aphia

Brun=wick's Il was selected ax the only destrahle location for
its exhibition from two canses —~its central location and the only
wailable room in the eity large enonsh tor its accommaodation, 1
acinal dimensions in =quare feet being suthicient torthe erecnon of
wo=mall tenemonn, Its height s 32 feet, it depth is 20 feet.or
more over wil the space of two stories of an ordinary building. The
import daties paid {n Gold to the UL S, Government fell hut a few
dollars short of £5.000; freight, extra charges for handling the enor-
mous cases, fire and marine insurance, srorage, ele  amounting to
fabulous snms

It music-furnishing prope rticsare COMpose d of 1632pipes.1 241
horns and drums, ete. *o cortespond. "The power and streneth of
s 1one is equal 10 140 Instruments. It equals three of th Jargest
archestras in the world combinea. The solo and accompanyiug in-
struments have in no manner heen overlooked orforzotten, uas they
arc all represented in their proper places '

The various Instruments of the Orchestrion are proportioned
thus: 24 first Violins, 16 ~ccond Violins, 12 Violas 11 Cellos, 9 Con-
tra Bass, 8 Flures, 8 Clarioner<, 8 Fagots, 8 Ohoes, S Freneh Horns
8 Cornets, 8 Trombones, B Tympani. 4 Saxophones, 4 Tuba, Diums

proportioned
NOTE.

In addition to ahove instruments; which two years aco was to
complete the Orchestrion. have been added a full =cale of Spanish
Castinettes, a full le of Upright Silver Bells, a tull scale of steel
Harmonicons anaa Battery of suflicient powerto control the whole
This ixa fe in music that is very novel as wellas entirely new,
The Public are asked to pay close attention to this novelty,

The beautifnl case which protects this instrument was mann-
factured m this city hy Messrs. Karpres & Lecers, 103, 105 and 107
South Canal Strecr, mannfacrurers of fine finishings for banks, ofl1-
ces, ete. The contract wasotfered to numerous other parties, bat
was invariably rejected on ac xml of incapacity The cost of this
case is §1.600, which ix considered cheap, a= it is arranged with pa-
tent screws in guch & manner that it can be taken apart into s»mall
Pieces for shipment

Figure 3B. Orchestrion history.

The Toledo Orchestrion

While American automatic orchestrions were not a major factor
until 1910, the Germans were producing awesome behemoths 60 vears
earlter based on large pinned cvlinders typically powered by weights. A
fascinating piece of literature described an incredibly large orchestrion in
According to the article, its construction began at the close of the
This orchestrion
elte. We know that as early as 1849 Michael
Welte displaved an organ in Germany with 1,100 pipes. In 1865 he
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opened an office in New York City, New York, and the first large Welte
organ was sold to the Adantuc Garden in New York. It too was called,
“The World's Largest Orchestrion.™

Kaltenbach Brothers of Chicago, Illinois, brought the Toledo into
the United States for the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia,
Pennsvlvania, in 1876 in Brunswick's Hall. The Toledo was immense at
32 feet high bv 20 feet deep, and housed 1,632 pipes, 1,241 horns,
drums and traps. It was claimed to be equal to an orchestra of 140
instruments. The case was made in the United States by Messrs. Kappes
and Eggers of 103 South Canal Street.

[t surely must be fortunate that this machine is unknown today.
The restoration cost would be infinite. And, think of the house addition
some lucky collector would have to build to contain it

The Multiphone

No, this is not the automatic, cylinder, record changer of 1905, but
a Rube Goldberg concoction of the Berliner's Co. The April 1, 1899,
issue of Scientific American pictures six phonographs strung together
and operated by a common motor. This enabled accurate synchronization
of the turntables so that all six could play the same record at the same
ume. Allegedly, the resulting volume was directly proportional to the
number of records being plaved, although I would want an acoustics
engineer to comment on whether that was actually true.

The records had to be identical, but the arucle claimed: **Gramo-
phone records are pressed from dies and matrices, like seals, under heat
and pressure, and consequently all records of one catalog number are
exactly alike in every derail.”

Record placement was critical, although somewhat downplaved by
the claim: “'The needle points are slid from the edge into the first record
line—an operation requiring no special skill.

“It has long been known that the carryving power of the ordinary
gramophone is most astonishing. It fills half the size of the Metropolitan
Opera House in New York. . .multply the effect by six and vou have
the performance of a sextuplex gramophone.™

Illustrated Song Machines

The vear 1900 marked the initation of the Pennyv Arcade idea
(according to the Mills Novelty Co., who should know). The Arcade
became a focal point for early music-machine exposure. Here the stand-
up ear tube phonograph came into popular commerical use, the most
interesting versions being the so-called Illustrated Song Machine pro-
duced by Mills, Rosenfield and Caille.
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Figure 4. The Berliner Multiphone.

Where are these machines todayv? If vou can believe the pictures
and the hvpe, thev were in extensive use from at least 1903 to 1915. An
[llustrated Song Machine was a combination of a drop-card mutoscope
and a cylinder or disc phonograph. Apparently the recording was unique
to the “*movie” and verbally or musically accompanied and complemented
the picture series.

The Caille Brothers Co. of Detroit, Michigan, also jumped on the
bandwagon and produced the Scope-o-phone, “The Illustrated Song
Machine.” This was a combination of the Cail-o-phone phonograph and
the Cail-o-scope drop-card picture machine.

In an undated adverusing piece, Caille claimed: . . .[The Scope-
o-phone] makes up, without a doubt, the finest looking apparatus of the
kind which has ever been produced. . .It must be borne in mind that this
machine does not take away anv of the play from the Cail-o-scope or
Cail-o-phone, but on the contrary, as it adds to the variety of entertain-
ment, will increase the business on these other machines.”

A 1907 Caille catalog shows the Cail-o-scope and Cail-o-phone
and mentions 1907 as the first vear the Cail-o-phone was on the market
It would seem likely that the Scope-o-phone was introduced soon after
in 1908 or 1909.
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The More Attractive the Sign, the
Stronger the Drawing Power

- P RN AN A e DG S PR

Im Teyin
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New Songs Illustrated as They Come Out.
Ask For Our Sign and Music Bulletins

Figure 5A. 1906-7 Mills Novelty Co. catalog descriptions of the
Illustrated Song Machine.
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Mills Illustrated Song Machine

A 20th Century Wonder

A New One

The only Phonograph that can

be operated with regular house

current.

Does not wear out the records.

Attach plug to electric hight
socket and the machine is ready to

operate.

A splendid combination of the
PPhonograph and the Picture Ma
chine.

No storage batteries. No crack

i . i 5 WP, B
ing of Records.

Mills improved stylus will play

100 pieces without changing.

An Automatic Phonograph using
the disc record.

A machine that can be success-
fully operated in all public places.

Can be made for 5 cents or 1 cent
fully covered by patents.

Size, 49 x 19 x 2022 inches.  Shipping
weight, 227 pounds.

Boxed for foreign shipment: Dimensions,
65 x 29 x30 inches. Weight, 285 pounds

Figure5B. The lllustrated Song Machinewiththe disc phonoviewablethroughthe
lower window.
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Figure 5C. Caille's entries into Arcade music. These were cylinder players and

there is no indication that a disc player was made.
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Scope-o-phoue

Fhe Hlustrated Sous Machione

HIS, of course. s a combmanon of the Phono

graph and Prcrure Machine, and s so cleverly
constructed that ws the recard sings the oy, the
pctures will drop 1o view, thess being shown under
v powertul electric hight. and one s smpls carned
W wath delight ar the smoothness of ts acnion

It pracuedly a combinmanon of our famous Canl-
o-xope and Cail-o-phone, but, of course, vach of

mechamisms 1s specially constructed 1ot the peculiar
requirements o the purposss mtended  The whole
makes up, without doubt, the finest-looking apparatus
ol the kind which has ever bur

n produce

bevond appearance, 1t has the finest mec h
which skilled workmen could possibly concerve

nism

The cabinet s of the very best quanercd oak
highly fimished and beauntully carved. beveled plate
glass exposing 1o view the phonograph mechamsm
A tew of these machines placed 1n o Penny Exhibat
i connection with the Cail-o-phones and Cal-o
sopes, will be well patromized. and help consider
Wby i the way of giving vanen 1o the eatertan
ment

omust be borne nomnd e s machine does
not take away any of the play trom the Cal-o-w
Cal-o-phone, but on the contrars. as nadds 10
the vaneny ol entertammment. will increase the bus

ness on these other machines

iroare all of one

The kevs to open the front
kind  The cash box s an the
ind woured wirh a Yale lock

Ce (Taille GBruthers (Tu.

1300-1310 ¢
DETROIT, MICH.

made of ron

cond Avenne

42 Umion Square. NEW YORK CI1TY
200 State Steeet, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Cail-n-phone
The Phonograph of Qualicy
HE CAIL-O-PHONE was invented expresshy for

use e Penmy Exhubirs, and consequently, wath
this end in view  our aum bas been o make thes mac lune

m oeveny detnl as strong and sul
W teel quite proud of
the very bact that all the leadimg Arcades have already
dopred this machime convinees us we have hat upon

antial as possibl

ur etforts, and

psi such o phonopraph as was desired for this purpeose
The phonog

notheng mor

wher manutacturers arg

tevicr arranped

with acom slat and ele result s
thes swall not stand up und sl
thes are subpect e publ present
e we have had 4 ven <le on the €

rtob the world
auntul design
ind s made up i the very best quartered oak. hiphly
finshed and polished — The I it French plar
beveled edge

phone.and 11 15 now 0 use

Ihe cabinet s ot an exceedingly

The make-up of the whole apparatus 15 the best

Which can be produced by first-class mechanies The

mechamsm 1s smple and will pracueally Tast a his
e under the most severe usage

Regulation of the record mandrel 18 o pertect thers
i~ absolutels no varaton i speed. and the apparatus
brngs out band preces, songs. and conversano

o clearness that has simphy astonished every

nected with this hne of busimess
Phonographs. ike picture machines

necessits o well-conducted Penny Areade. and as
mamy of these machines should be placed as space wil
permit We alwavs advise our friends 1o put i about
one b the Cad-o-phones to twa of Canl-o-seope

Ol (Caille Brothers (o

1300-1310 Second Avenue
DETROIT, MICH.

on Square, NEW YORK CI1TY

Cail-n-seope

Picture Machine Poar Excellenee

Tm PHENOMENAL SALE of thes mac hine
e

monstoaes e supenonn over all others
- wedd, el vthe Teading Penny by
bt thi ) i, and there s been acon
SEAT 1 TS ' woodemand tor this ms hine

The swoodwork ot the finest quariered oaks luphly

finished and p hed The trimnue e metal
nicke i I hole externion ey hand
ome priece of work and e numiber ol m e
e hined up makes 4 oven e showang and one
whicl can mot help Dan atteaer Seeion

NMar tothe Lo Eadnbues have as hiph as weven
oo these e hir m oone solud o wd s con
ceded by the best authormes that, of the machimes
swhich are wsed m mambwers, these sall ke off mon
money than any arthe

The cash drasser s the front part b the cabunet
weured with a Yl K Tl kess bor the mecha
st are bl abike, o that when Changing e nures
one ey il fie any namber of pictares

The mechamsm s substantally made and s ot the
sprmg motor tpe W hen wound the motor wall ran

ne hundied and mvenn-ive tmes The el

et wh that they will Dear the
pd non moany cnv, and e fact that
eonever had amy of our machimes rejected s
pront that thy vt the work s carned
prertecnon
I hanism is arranged 1 show fifleen Vs,
which ordinanly constitute 4 st

Che (Taille Brothers (Jo.
13001310 Second Avenne

DETROIT, MICH.

v Saunre. NEW YORK C1TY
N State Steet, CHICAGO, 1TLLINOIS

Figure 5D. An undated advertising piece.




