Three Fourteener Summits in One Long Day
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This was to be a twipurteener day out in the San Judvountainsabout 5 hours from Aspen. One of
the challenges with this one is that there is no safe wiyhe saddle between the two summits, so the
only viable route is to summit Redcloud, take a careful look at the weather, decide on a gamble to
Sunshine (1.5 miles away) andcercommitted,we wouldhave to re-summit Redcloud regardless of
weather conditons. Being anywhere near a 14er summit in an electrical storm is a very bad idea and
with the monsoons coming up from Arizona almost every day for 8 wetiet was a risk to be mindful
of indeed.

Once again | found myself driving the 5 hours to Lake(KEiving

—— just done Wetterhorn the week befor€)a Colorado western
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that they were serving my favorite fish, Artic Char. It was worth

- the % hour extra route time.

We got to Lake City about 9:30pand settled in for an early start
the next day. The goal was to be clear of the third summit by
1pm the following day as the electrical storms usually arrive- mid
afternoon.

We were up at 5pm, driving by 5:30am and it took nearly an hour
to drive the 16 mé increasingly rough bumpy dirt road to the
trailhead.

Somehow Laura slept through the whole drive.
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4 and 15" fourteenersg andwe
% immediately got into how
* much of a day it was going to
4 befor her. Emme is 10 %
years old nowg and about 20
minutes into the day we were
into the rocksg this kind of
stuff underfoot is what
makes it a Class 2 route.
% Somehow she gets each of
those four feet on a rock
without sprains or jamming in
the cracks.
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Redcloud is the vemed peakto the left, but we first had

to acquire them 0 3 p ¢ ptXhelritfhiag a false summit

to RedcloudFor scale, you can see Shan and Laura at
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Colorado blue sky, bright sun.

- ,: Emme picking her way
'_,«z.' & through the rocks.
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Rick approaching
the summit of
Redcloud with the
1.5 mile ridge
leading to Sunshine
in the background.
The orange device
on the right pack
strap is the Spot

, emergency GPS
that sends the
messagedelow
and the red cup is
forEYYySQa
drinking water.

We sumnited at 10:30am, Redcloud Peak m n & I0r80afafter 3hours55 minutes 4.5 miles and
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Ricks Spot: Going for Redcloud and Sunshine peaks today. All Olrg]
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Rick with Emme,
Laura and Shan at
Redcloud Peak.
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middle is Uncompahgre and the other sharp looking one way left of center is Wetterhorn. If you look

carefully at the saddleo the rightjust above the lower part of the snow ya@an see a few climbers
ready to come up.
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Sunshine, so we went for it. Of course everything is deceptive imthentains;you have no real
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pitch to its summit.

Below: A cut through the rocks along the way to Sunshine. Clouds still holding,
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Shan and Laura at
Sunshine Summdg there
we restedfor a half hour
and ate some lunch.
Shan actually brought
some slicd tomatoes
and avocado for our
turkey sandwiches.



