Wetterhorn Peak: A Class 3/4 Fourteener Adventure with Andy Mishmash
July 22, 2011. Rick Crandall climbing with Andy Mishmash and Stormy

A good friend and highly accomplished Class 5++ rock and ice climber, Andy Midiemdsden offering to

Ot AYO | [/ 2ft2N)FR2 TF2dzNIi SSy SNIskilgtado mys8five indllg G KI G L ¢
committed to a date, despite the weeks of daily torrential rain and electrical storms. | picked Wetterhorn
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A few days before the climb

Andy called and asked if |

was bringing my adg Emme.

lsaidd F NB @2dz {ARRAY
handoverhand stuff, she

O/ QR 2 Ti WhHicki he ¢
said,dWellon the tough bits

near the bp we can put her

Ay @ 2 dadyedh,@ddH €
another 22 Ibsof wriggling

dog in my pack when |

¢ | & ¢vén sure | codldo

this climb.Nah.

o

The full route i the real rock climbing started right after the yellow patch

To my amazement Andy brought his incredible dog Stormy, an Australian Shepherd mix. Watching the two
of them make it up was one of the wonders of this day. Safternoon before the climlwve drove out to

Lake City an old western tow about 4 hours from Aspen, and overnighted in order to get an early start.

At 5:30am we were toasting bagels and eating oatmegiathe Matterhan Hotel,and then headed to the

trailheadfor a6:30amstart. Theweather looked promising.

Left: Andy and Stormy still waking up.

Above: Rick pointing to what we thought was Wetterhorn,
but later we figuredouti t was Matterhorn, a nea
peak i we were going higher and steeper, more to the left.



Off we went we finally figured out tere was Wetterhorn to the left, an ombus peak, but at least we had
aneasy start, a gorgeous dand stunning viewwith the rock climbing well ahead of us.

We eventually got into the boulder fields
T not hard, but cool looking.




We finally got to the yellow patch afterossing a few snow fields (lots of fun on the way ddater)
where hiking got a bit steeper. Just beyond where the gray starts up is where the action really began.

Almost immediately we got off the route
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Andyever really intended to pay any

attention to that anyway. He scampered

here and therewith low-ankleshoesno

sticks, no handsjancingup and down

pinnacles like they were level ground

and satisfied himself which way we were

going to go.
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Wel |  OK, 0 isgugssif Rormykcan do it, maybe | can
i buthow comeshei sndét smiling?d



Rickds hiking sticiks no
strapped to his pack i definitely need
your hands for Class 3 climbing.

Rick approaching the

final pitch to the

peak. You can get

perspective by seeing

the few climbers part

way up on the left of

the pitch 7 to get a

sense of scale i

webre not there
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Andy decided to scamper up the

cliffy thing to the left 7 just to spot

the route and to make sure we
werendét running into
down-climbing at the same time

we were going to go up i not a lot

of room to pass each other.

Watching him go up that rock was

fun; it took him all of maybe 60

seconds.

Even if | could get up there, no
way would | be standing where he
is!
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Left: So, upon his si gnastraightupheaded u

Below: the final pitch to the summit.




Thankful for solid rock and
good hand-holds.

Rick: The summit is up there somewhere 1
because Andy says itis. | guess you keep
going up until therebs no mol




This is where

they say fAdoné
| ook down! o

But how can

you not? 1 just

look at that

view!

Summi t! Wett er hor mtlB:é5ark, 4dhastandl18mi®ilgbeat time for Rick. See another
14er, Uncompahgre in the background i a peak | did a few years ago with son Brett and dog Emme.



