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ODDITIES, RARITIES AND
PENNY ARCADES

Rick Crandall
ould someone please find an Automatic Chime Bells machine

for me? Or how about an lllustrated Song Machine or a musical
bicvele?

Usually rare or non-existent machines surface immediately after
someone sheds a bit of light on them. So if vou want to see some wild
music machines, read on.

Automatic Chime Bells

I'm fascinated by the Automatic Chime Bells and its prominent
position in an 1899 Ogden & Co. catalog. From the picture, we can
imagine a nicelv finished oak case with bevelled glass front and polished-
brass or nickel-plated bells—19 of them. The “tune sheets” were
presumably paper rolls which plaved the bells, two minutes for a nickel.
[t was too early for an Arcade machine, and with its coin slot it surely
was not meant for home use. You would think after two continuous
minutes of bell ringing, vou would insert a second nickel just to get it to
stop.

Compettion for Automatic Chime Bells came only from the
Encore Banjo and the Regina disc changers. Indeed, various Reginas
were also carried in the Ogden catalog and at prices that were $100 less
than Chime Bells, even for the Regina 27" changer.

There are no known examples of Automatic Chime Bells, nor do
we know who made it Ogden was not well-known as a manufacturer,
but rather as an early prolific distributor of all kinds of gaming items
including cards, poker chips, gambling machines, music machines, et
cetera. Dick Bueschel, well-known coin machine author of Northbrook,
Illinois, produced some information on Ogden. He found several ads in
March through September, 1897, issues of Billboard magazine where
Ogden was a self-proclaimed manufacturer of automatic slot machines
with . . .new designs every month. . .the largest factory in the U.S.” In
1897 (the vear the Mills Novelty Co. was getting its start) that may not
have been too boisterous a claim.

In any event, these Billboard discoveries could have led one to
believe that Ogden may have manufactured Automatic Chime Bells
iself. The Chicago firm’s 1899 catalog was surely one of the earliest
illustrated guides to what was available at that time. The catalog was
found as part of the Boyer Museum library (see MBSI Bulletin, Volume
XXVII, No. 1, Spring/Summer 1981) and has since been reproduced.
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OGLEN & CO., CHICAGO, ILL.

Automatic Chime Bells.

Nickel Slot Machine.
———
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CAN BE
OPERATED

THE GREATEST

WHEREVER
ELECTRIC LIGHTS MUSICAL MACHINE
ARE USED. EVER MADE.
ONE WIRE WILL BUY THE
FURNISH ENOUGH FIRST AND
POWER TO REAP A
OPERATE MACHINE. 5 HARVEST.
BELLS CHIME AUTHORITIES
TWO MINUTES CANNOT
FOR EACH INTERFERE.
NICKEL PLAYED.

2N

e

Tune Sheets, 10 cents each. Per Doz., $1.00.
Automatic Chime Bells Machine Complete, $400.

Figure 1. Ogden & Co. Automatic Chime Bells.
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MALBOECH THE ORCHESTRA-MAN,

Figure 2. Orchestra Man.

Orchestra Man

One vear later (1900) was a very eventful vear for music
machines. The Paris Exposition of 1900 had nine Encore Banjos on
display, and in that vear, Roth & Engelhardt began winning awards for
its automatic pianos. The orchestrion hadn’t come of age vet, but instead
we had Orchestra Man.
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The February 23, 1901, issue of Scientific American asserts that
“There was much music to be heard at the Exposition of 1900, but the
most original was, without anv doubt, that plaved by M. Malboech. This
extraordinary man is capable of plaving as many as thirteen instruments.”

DO

LARGEST QRCHESTRION
>IN THE WORLD. =

~PROGRAMME ~
FOR THIS DAY:

- >=EXHIBITION OF THE -~

NO. 1.

PArRT 1. Csiko's Gallop..... ... ... ........... Ch. Toss
o o Military Gallop: cous semain sisme e 1. Beh
¢« 3. Steeple Chase Gallop ... .... v A Egchard

NO. 2.

ParT 1. Defilier-Marsch, ... ... .. ... .... C. Hausclild
¢ 2. Triumph-Marsch ... .o o 000 L, 1l Saro
¢ 3. Huldigungs Marsch ... . .. ~Aug. Laditzly

NO. 3.
ParT 1. Concert Polka ... ... .. .. .. ......... Llam
¢ 2. PapagenoPolka. ... ... (.. L Stasiey
3. Souvenir de Wiesbaden, Polka ... .. .. L. Stwab
NO. 4
Overture, William Tell .. ... ... ....... ...... Nossini
" NO. 8.
American National Songs and Airs.
NO. 6.
Overture, Freischuetz. . v « ssvsmns smmmn C. M. Ieber
NO. 7.
German National Songs and Airs
NO. 8.
Fest-Ouverture, ; oo s sosmass ems 5o C. Fendrich
NO. 9.
Waltz, *On the Beautiful Rhine™. . ... .. .00 Aeler Bela
T

& Anadditional importation of rare mnsic i< announced to ns
from the Custom House, and will be presented to the publicin a
few days.

Figure 3A. Program for the “Toledo.”
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